
N E W  BOOKS 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHYSICS, by R. M. 

Besan~on (Reinhold Publishing Corpo- 
ration, p. xii + 832, 1966, $25). 

This book consists of alphabetically 
arranged articles on various topics in 
physics. I t  is one o£ a series of 14 
one-volume encyclopedias offered by 
the same publisher, with titles ranging 
from "Biological Sciences" to "X-rays 
and Gamma Rays." Its one-volmne 
format distinguishes it from other 
works with similar titles, such as the 
multilingual "Encyclopedia of Physics" 
in 54 volumes, or the "Encyclopedic 
Dictionary of Physics," all in English 
in 9 volumes. 

I n  compar i son  with these, the 
Besan~on Encyclopedia can be called 
"concise," despite its more than 800 
pages and the large size (7 by 10 
inches) of each of them. This can 
be a definite advantage for a user who 
wants a brief introduction to a topic, 
rather than an exhaustive treatment. 
Still, the articles are by no means 
superficial. Their average length is 
over two pages and they are liberally 
cross-referenced, so that the first arti- 
cle, "Aberrations," refers the reader 
to that on "Lens" and other articles 
on optics; the last article, "Zeenlan 
and Stark Effects" refers to "Atomic 
Spectra," "Spectroscopy" and others. 
In  consequence of their individual 
length the entire volume contains just 
over 300 articles, but an extensive in- 
dex lists about 4,000 entries, so the 
scope of the volume can be seen to 
be very broad. 

According to the Editor, the Ency- 
clopedia is intended to be useful to 
the nonspecialist, either the physicist 
seeking information outside his own 
area of special interest, or the non- 
physicist in need of a brief but author- 
itative account of some area of physics. 
I t  is, of course, inlpossible to judge 
how well this goal is reached without 
extensive use of the volume, but a 
random sample of articles of various 
lengths and levels o£ depth would in- 
dicate that within its stated limita- 
tions, it should be quite useful. 

A prospective user should be aware, 
however, that there is a limitation com- 
mon to most books of this sort, which 
this one has not managed to avoid. 
Unfortunately, a user must have at 
least part of the answer to his question 
or he may not be able to find the 
right place to look for the rest, even 
though it may indeed be in the Ency- 
clopedia. F o r  instance, suppose one 
wishes to read about "quarks." The 
word is not listed in the index, nor 
are quarks mentioned in the text by 
name. ttowever, the article on "Strong 
Interactions" does speak of a "triplet 
of particles of nearly equal mass . . . 
[with] fractional charges." A sophis- 
ticated enough reader might be able 
to deduce that this was what he was 
after, provided he had located t h e  
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SUPELCO: the brain-child of two chemists 
that could never get what they needed on 
time, from anywhere. Two chemists who 
had to make their own complex chemicals 
because nobody else did, and didn't  plan 
to start. These two have l ived the prob- 
lems attendant on high-puri ty l ipid re- 
search, and chromatography for seven 
years, and have f inal ly  decided to do 
something about it . . . and t h a t  some- 
thing is SUPELCO. This is an organization 
that plans to solve problems, produce hard 
to make products that you can't get any- 
where else. This is a company where your 
special problem is our essential concern. 
If you have a real hang-up, you can bet 
that SUPELCO has been through it before, 
and we' l l  be glad to help you now! So 
tell us, and we' l l  have this solution on 
hand when the next order comes. How's 
this for openers? We can supply the fol- 
lowing Oiglycerides (never before avail- 
able) with a guaranteed purity of 99%:  

1,3-Dimyristin ............ $15/50 mg 
1,3-Dipalmitin . . . . . . . . . . . .  $15/50 mg 
1,3-Diolein ................ $17/50 mg 

And this is only a start! Soon, other new 
and diff icult to produce lipids wi l l  be 
available from SUPELCO. Send for our 
Catalog/Brochure today, and get on our 
mailing list so you will receive instant 
notification of the most excit ing develop- 
ments in the l ipid research field! 

Write for Our Free Catalog~Brochure 
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Throughout the United States and Canada, lab- 
oratory supervisors report complete satisfaction 
with Pope Kjeldahl Mixtures. Because they are 
mixed and packaged in bulk, Pope Kjeldahl Mixtures 
provide substantial savings in time and money. 
They are mechanically blended from nitrogen-free 
products to give you a free flowing, safe, dust- 
free and completely uniform mixture. 

Now you can buy Kjeldahl Mixtures not only in 
Standard A.O.A.C. formulas, but we will compound 
them to meet your specific need. All available in bulk 
at bulk prices. No. 1. 9.9 grams K=SOt; .41 gram 
HgO; .0a CuSO~; No. 2. 10 grams K.~SO~; .3 gram 
CuSO~; No. 4. 10 grams K,.,SOj; .7 gram HgO; 
No. 5. 15 grams K~SO~; .7 gram HgO; No. 6. YOUR 
Specific Formula 

FREE! $25 POPE DISPENSER 
with Initial Order of 100 Ibs. 

proper  article in the first place. As 
pointed out above, this difficulty is by 
no means unique with this Encyclo- 
pedia;  it simply means that, paradox- 
ically, greater perseverance in looking 
for the proper  article is demanded of 
less sophisticated readers. Bearing this 
in mind, it  is likely that anyone need- 
ing authoritative and concise informa- 
tion about a field of physics in which 
he is not working directly will find 
this source with uncommon utility. 

NORMAN PEARLMAN 
Associate Professor 

of Physics 
Purdue University 
Lafayette, Indiana 

Plan Mid-America 
Spectroscopy Symposium 

During the week of May 15-18, 
]967, the Chicago Section of the So- 
ciety for Appl ied Spectroscopy in co- 
operation with the Chicago Gas Chro- 
matography Discussion Group will be 
hosts for the 18th Annual Mid- 
America Symposium on Spectroscopy. 
The meeting will be conducted at the 
Chicago-Sheraton Hotel. 

The meeting will consist of selected 
and invited papers  from all major 
areas of theoretical and applied spec- 
trescopy and chromatography. All 
papers are welcome; abstracts of 125~ 
150 words are required by Feb. 1, 
1967. I t  is anticipated that approxi-  
mately 150 technical papers will be 
presented, encompassing the fields of 
activation analysis, emission, atomic 
absorption, infrared and UV-visiblc 
spectroscopy, mass spectroscopy, NMR, 
I~aman, nuclear particle spectroscopy, 
X-ray and gas chromatography. Spe- 
cial sessions and panel discussion 
groups on separation techniques and 
air  and water pollution will be held. 
Another feature of the Symposium 
will be a session on structures of ice, 
water and aqueous solutions; Henry 
Frank,  Mellon Institute, will be the 
keynote speaker for that session. 

Approximate ly  40 exhibitors will be 
displaying the latest instrumental de- 
velopments. There will be one hour 
instrument seminars describing special 
applications and techniques. 

• Industry Item 
The Glidden Company plans to con- 

struct a major  new research center 
in Strongsville, Ohio, a suburb of 
Cleveland, at  an estimated cost of 
$4,000,000, W. G. Phillips, president, 
announced recently. 

The new center, in which all re- 
search and development activities of 
the company's Coatings and Resins 
and Durkee Food Groups will be lo- 
cated, is to be named the Dwight P. 
Joyce Research Center in honor of 
the company's former board chair- 
man who served Glidden since 1921. 
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